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FAQs – Collecting Dead Birds








How Do I Report a Dead Bird?


For tracking purposes, we are asking the public to continue to report all dead birds to their local health unit during the week, or call the toll-free hotline at 800-256-2748 during the weekend and after business hours.  Dead birds provide an effective early warning system for the detection of West Nile Virus before it is transmitted to humans.


It should be noted that collection and testing of birds has been suspended in several parishes in Louisiana.  These parishes are as follows:


Ascension (east bank of Mississippi River only)


East Baton Rouge


East Feliciana


Iberville


Jefferson (east bank of Mississippi River only)


Ouachita (Cities of Monroe and West Monroe only)


St. Tammany


Tangipahoa


West Baton Rouge (Port Allen only)


In each of these parishes, health officials know the virus is present and well-established, and there is no new information to be learned by testing more birds in these areas.


How Do I Collect a Dead Bird?


OPH is collecting three types of dead birds:  blue jays, crows and birds of prey.  Due to limited funding the collection and testing of birds is targeted to the types that provide the most reliable information.  Based on the experience of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) since 1999, viruses tend to exist in the highest levels in blue jays, crows and raptors.


The CDC advises that there is no danger of contracting WNV from handling intact dead birds; however, the following procedure is suggested to keep hands clean when collecting a specimen:


Turn a plastic bag inside-out, and pick up the bird with the hands protected by the bag.


Turn the bag right-side-out. The bag should then be tied or sealed and placed inside another plastic bag. 


Another method is to wear disposable gloves or small plastic bags over the hands, to protect the hands while placing the bird in a double plastic bag. 











Visit us on the web @ www.fightthebitelouisiana.com








