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FAQs – Your Role in Prevention








Where do Mosquitoes Breed?


There are about 60 different species of mosquitoes in Louisiana.  To date, evidence  indicates two species of mosquitos, the Asian Tiger and the Southern House, are the primary carriers of the disease.  They usually hatch in containers near homes and do not fly very far. 


Mosquitoes lay their eggs in stagnant water around the home.  Weeds, tall grass, shrubbery and discarded tires also provide an outdoor home for adult mosquitoes.  By eliminating places for mosquitoes to breed, we can go a long way to prevent West Nile virus.


How Can You Reduce the Number of Mosquitoes Around Your Home and Neighborhood?


Mosquitoes breed in standing water.  Even a small bucket that has stagnant water in it for three to four days can become home to up to 1,000 mosquitoes.  Here are some easy tips to eliminate standing water:


In addition to reducing stagnant water in your yard, make sure all windows and doors have screens in good repair, and they should fit snugly.


Repair holes in door and window screens.


Dispose of tin cans, plastic containers, ceramic pots or similar water holding containers that have accumulated on your property. Do not overlook containers that have become overgrown by grass and weeds.


Pay special attention to any discarded tires on your property.


Drill holes in the bottom of recycling containers that are left outdoors. Drainage holes that are located on the container sides collect enough water for mosquitoes to breed in. 


Clean clogged roof gutters. Roof gutters are easily overlooked, but can produce millions of mosquitoes each season. 


Turn over plastic wading pools when not in use. 


Turn over wheelbarrows and do not allow water to stagnate in birdbaths and feeders.


Aerate ornamental pools or stock them with fish. Water gardens are fashionable, but become major mosquito producers if they are allowed to stagnate. Clean and chlorinate swimming pools that are not being used. A swimming pool that is left untended by a family that goes on vacation for a month can produce enough mosquitoes to result in neighborhood-wide complaints. Be aware that mosquitoes may even breed in the water that collects on swimming pool covers. 


Use landscaping to eliminate standing water that collects on your property. Mosquitoes will develop in any puddle that lasts for more than four days. 





Besides Mosquitoes, Can You Get West Nile Virus Directly From Other Insects or Ticks?


Infected mosquitoes are the primary source for West Nile virus. Although ticks infected with West Nile virus have been found in Asia and Africa, their role in the transmission and maintenance of the virus is uncertain. However, there is no information to suggest that ticks played any role in the cases identified in the United States.





How Many Types of Animals Have Been Found to be With West Nile Virus?


Although the vast majority of infections have been identified in birds, WN virus has been shown to infect horses, cats, bats, chipmunks, skunks, squirrels, and domestic rabbits.





Visit us on the web @ www.fightthebitelouisiana.com








