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FAQs – West Nile Virus, con’t





Is There a Treatment or Vaccine?


There is no specific treatment for West Nile virus infection, or a vaccine.  While most people fully recover from the virus, in some severe cases hospitalization may be needed and death can occur.





Is a Woman’s Pregnancy at Risk if She Gets West Nile Virus?


There is no documented evidence that a pregnancy is at risk due to infection with West Nile virus.





Besides Mosquitoes, Can I Get West Nile Virus Directly From Other Insects or Ticks?


Infected mosquitoes are the primary source for West Nile virus. Although ticks infected with West Nile virus have been found in Asia and Africa, their role in the transmission and maintenance of the virus is uncertain. However, there is no information to suggest that ticks played any role in the cases identified in the United States.





Where Else Has West Nile Virus Been Found?


Prior to 1999, no West Nile virus cases had been reported in the United States. During the 1999 encephalitis outbreak, there were 62 human cases and seven deaths. In 2000, there were 21 diagnosed cases and two deaths. However many infected people showed mild flu-like symptoms or no symptoms at all. In 2001, there were 66 diagnosed cases and 9 deaths.


The CDC has confirmed 161 U.S. cases, including 18 deaths, since the first Americans were diagnosed in 1999.


In 2000, West Nile virus had been found in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Vermont, Virginia, Maryland, Louisiana, North Carolina, and New Hampshire. Positive horses have been found in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Louisiana, and Massachusetts. By 2001, the virus was identified in 27 states (AL, AR, CT, DE, FL, GA, IA, IL, IN, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MI, MO, MS, NC, NH, NJ, NY, OH, PA, RI, TN, VA, WI) and the District of Columbia.


Where Can I Get More Information About West Nile Virus?


Residents may visit the West Nile web site (www.fightthebitelouisiana.com) for future updates.











Visit us on the web @ www.fightthebitelouisiana.com








